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Daring & Dynamic

Prime Minister Narendra Modi exhorted his party’s rank-and-file to focus on 
development, which has been the key priority of the National Democratic 
Alliance government in the past 22 months in government.

He appealed to workers of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) to engage in active out-
reach programmes across the country while not getting provoked by those seeking to 
bait the party and divert attention from its agenda of sabka saath, sabka vikas (social 
harmony and development for all).

Significantly, ahead of the assembly elections in Uttar Pradesh, BJP has decided to 
use the birth anniversary of BR Ambedkar to embark on an outreach programme to 
reach out to the financially weak, scheduled castes and farmers.

“Prime Minister has said that issues related to rural areas, farmers, financially 
weak, Dalits and tribals should be taken up by the BJP. People should be urged to 
join campaign on cleanliness (Swachh Bharat) and campaigns on educate daughter, 
save daughter (beti padhao, beti bachao). Our adversaries would try to distract us by 
bringing up irrelevant issues, but the basic task of this government is only develop-
ment,” said home minister Rajnath Singh, briefing reporters after Modi’s speech on 
Sunday at the end of a two-day long national executive meeting of the party.
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Singh said that Prime Minister Modi 
informed BJP leaders that people would 
try and not let the development work of 
the government to reach people but gov-
ernment and the party should work in 
tandem and inform the people about the 
work.

“There is an attempt by some people 
not to let the message of development 
and work of government reach people. 
We should not get distracted and should 
instead try to inform the people about 
the work being done by the government. 
The party and government are working 
together to spread this message,” Singh 
said.

The home minister also informed that 
Modi has asked BJP leaders and workers 
to inform people about the Union budget, 
which was presented this time and the 
message should especially be spread in 
rural areas which was the key component 
of the budget this year.

“The party has decided to start an out-
reach programme on 14 April, the birth 
anniversary of B.R. Ambedkar. The 10-
day long programme will conclude on 
24 April. The outreach programme will 
be used to talk about B.R. Ambedkar and 
BJP’s decision to implement Ambedkar’s 
views in the country. The programme will 
also be used to stress on social harmony 
in the country and discuss issues related 
to villages and farmers,” Singh said.

While speaking at the national execu-
tive meeting, Modi also said that there 
have been no allegations of corruption, 
financial or political, levelled against the 
government in the last 22 months.

“There has been not a single allegation 
of corruption against the BJP even by the 
opposition,” Singh said.

Political analysts say BJP is trying to 
appropriate the legacy of B.R. Ambedkar 
and the outreach programme is another 
attempt by the party in that direction. 
“The BJP has been trying to appropriate 
the legacy of B.R. Ambedkar. The party 
has been often accused of being an urban 
party led by upper caste, so this is also an 
attempt to change the image of BJP. The 
party had managed to get votes of sched-
uled caste community in general elections 
but a repeat of the same is very unlikely,” 
said Ramesh Dixit, a Lucknow-based po-
litical analyst and a former professor of 
political science at Lucknow University.

Earlier, With back-to-back droughts 

hitting the agriculture output hard, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday 
called for steps to conserve water and 
asked farmers to focus on crop diversifica-
tion and go for allied activities like dairy, 
poultry and food processing to boost their 
income.

Inaugurating a 3-day ‘Krishi Unnati 
Mela’, Modi said since May 2014 when it 
came to power, his government has taken 
several initiatives for agriculture growth, 
including introduction of a new insur-
ance scheme and giving soil health cards 
to farmers, with a view to doubling their 
income by 2022.

As per the latest government data, 
the all-India average monthly income of 
agricultural households during the crop 
year July 2012-June 2013 was estimated at 
Rs 6,426. He even gave a clarion call for 
second green revolution in eastern states, 
which have adequate water and fertile 
land, through adoption of modern tech-
nologies.

Putting a premium on water conser-
vation to raise farm productivity and 
income, Modi said the government has 
identified 90 stuck irrigation projects 
which can irrigate 80 lakh hectares. The 
government is spending Rs 20,000 crore 
to boost irrigation projects.

Attacking opposition parties for claim-
ing that all projects and programmes 
started when they were in power, the 
Prime Minister said: “You would be sur-
prised to know that as much as 90 projects 
which are full of water like dams have 
been built, but there is no way to provide 
water to farmers.”

He added: “Now, my government 
is working to provide water from these 
projects and once it is completed, around 
80 lakh hectares will get water. And once 
water reaches there, you all can think how 
much that land will give us back.”

The Prime Minister spoke of funds 
from MNREGA programme to be utilised 
this summer for creation of assets such as 
ponds to conserve water.

“About MNREGA, many discussions 
take place, but no asset has been created. 
This government is emphasising... dur-
ing this summer in every village, one 
work should be done through MNREGA 
and that is desilting of ponds, deepening 
of ponds and creating new ones. In this 
Budget, the government is aiming at 5 
lakh ponds,” Modi said.
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Dehradun: Congress and 
PDF MLAs in Uttarakhand 
were flown in choppers to 
an undisclosed location in 
Nainital in an apparent bid 
by the ruling Congress to 
keep its flock together in 
the face of turmoil which 
Chief Minister Harish Ra-
wat described as a virtual 
“encounter” by BJP.

A combined group of 
Congress and PDF legisla-
tors led by the Chief Min-
ister’s Industrial Advisor 
Ranjit Rawat boarded three 
private choppers from the 
city’s Sahastradhara heli-
pad giving rise to specula-
tion that it was an attempt 
by Rawat to prevent the 
possibility of any more 
MLAs crossing over to the 
other side.

Though putting up a 
brave face, the fear of losing 

more MLAs before it takes 
the floor test in the state 
Assembly on March 28 still 
grips Congress and shift-
ing its MLAs to the hills of 
Kumaon may be a step to 
ward off any such danger, 
observers here said.

However, Pradesh Con-
gress leaders said not much 
should be read into the de-
velopment, terming it as 
an excursion trip ahead of 
Holi.

“It should not be linked 

with politics. It is a weekend 
and Holi is a just a couple of 
days away. There are many 
resorts in Ramnagar and 
Corbett Tiger Reserve area. 
The MLAs may have gone 
there just to unwind,” state 
Congress Chief Spokesman 
Mathuradutt Joshi said.

“There is no threat to 
government and no need 
to resort to such measures. 
Our flock is intact and will 
remain so,” he said.

Meanwhile, Rawat said 
what the BJP was trying to 
do in Uttarakhand was vir-
tually like an “encounter”.

“It is a kind of encoun-
ter. First they broke the leg 
of a horse and now they are 
trying to break the legs of 
Uttarakhand through horse 
trading,” Rawat told re-
porters on the sidelines of a 
programme in the city.

Kolkata: Virat Kohli scored an un-
beaten half-century and guided India to 
a six-wicket victory against Pakistan in 
their Super 10 Group 2 match at the Eden 
Gardens in Kolkata. The star batsman re-
mained unbeaten on 55 off 37 balls, which 
included seven fours and a six, as India 
maintained their unblemished record 
against Pakistan in ICC competitions.

This was also India’s first victory 
against Pakistan in five outings at this 
venue.

Batting first, Pakistan scored 118 for 5 
in the rain-curtailed match. 
The game got delayed only 
by an hour and lost four 
overs (two in each innings). 
The target might have 
looked easy on paper, Mo-
hammad Sami made life 
difficult for the Indians af-
ter removing Shikhar Dha-
wan (6) and Suresh Raina 
(0) off consecutives deliver-
ies. Kohli and Yuvraj Singh 
rescued India from danger.

The southpaw immedi-
ately made his presence felt 
with a six off Wahab Riaz.

The duo stitched 61 runs 
off 44 balls for the fourth 
wicket. However, Yuvraj, 
perhaps getting carried 
away by the enthusiastic 
cheering by the fans, mis-
timed a shot off Riaz. He 
scored 24 off 23 balls. Skip-
per Mahendra Singh Dhoni 
joined the in-form Kohli in 
the middle, and finished 
the job with 2.1 overs to 
spare.

Dhoni, who remained 

not out on 13, levelled the scores with his 
signature six, paving the way for a thrill-
ing win.

Earlier, the Pakistan openers struggled 
to up the ante against Ravichandran 
Ashwin and Ashish Nehra. The visitors 
looked tired and clumsy, and crossed the 
10-run mark only after three overs. After 
Pakistan limping to 38 in the eighth over, 
Suresh Raina drew first blood for the 
hosts. Khan (17 off 24) tried to clear the 
circle at mid on and mistimed the pull. 
Hardik Pandya plucked the ball out of 
thin air.

Shehzad, who had missed out on Asia 
Cup, was calculated in his approach. The 
right-hander tried to steady the innings 
with skipper Shahid Afridi but Jasprit 
Bumrah ended his resistance. He intend-
ed a shot for the leg side but the top edge 
was pouched by Ravindra Jadeja from 
point. Jadeja rarely makes a mistake on 
the field and Shehzad departed for 25 
off 28 balls, a knock that included three 
fours.

U’khand crisis: Cong, PDF MLAs 
flown to undisclosed location in hills

ICC World T-20: India beat 
Pak; Virat show in Eden high
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The electricity bills of 
Delhiites will go down by a 
maximum limit of 6% as the 
permission to power distribu-
tion companies to levy the fuel 
surcharge or power purchase 
adjustment cost (PPAC) by the 
Delhi Electricity Regulatory 
Commission has lapsed on 
March 15.

All three power distribution 
companies now cannot impose 
any fuel surcharge on the elec-
tricity bills which will lead to 
a reduction of upto 6 per cent 
in the bills of the consumers 
in the national capital, sources 
said. The Delhi Electricity Reg-
ulatory Commission (DERC) 
had allowed power discoms to 
levy PPAC surcharge follow-
ing a directive from the Ap-
pellate Tribunal for Electricity 
(APTEL) since June 15, 2015.

For past nine months, the 
consumers had to pay four to 
6 per cent fuel surcharge with 
their bills. People living in 
North and North-West Delhi, 
where Tata Power Delhi Distri-
bution Limited distributes elec-
tricity, will now see a reduction 

of around four per cent in their 
monthly electricity bills while 
consumers of BSES Rajdhani 
Power Limited and BSES Ya-
muna Power Limited will see a 
cut of 6% in their power bills.

They said after March 31, 
the discoms were expecting 
annual power tariff revision, 
pending since 2014, as the 
AAP government was against 
any hike.

The government had also 
forced DERC not to allow any 
hike in power bills last year. 
Sources said power distribu-
tion companies will review 
their power purchase costs for 
the January-March quarter of 
the current year and submit 
fresh petitions for PPAC only 
after they receive the power 
bills from National Thermal 
Power Corporation.

Beefing up its vigil against 
corruption, the Delhi govern-
ment has set up a team of of-
ficials to monitor corruption 
in offices under the Delhi ad-
ministration. The team will re-
port directly to Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal, said govern-
ment sources.

The team — which has 
been active for a few weeks 
— brought two cases of cor-
ruption to the government’s 
attention following which a 
Motor Licence Officer (MLO) 
at Sheikh Sarai and a sub-divi-
sional magistrate (SDM) at Ka-
pashera have been ‘removed’ 
from their position, govern-
ment sources confirmed.

The team has constantly 
been monitoring various 
Delhi government offices. Ac-

cording to sources, the team 
learnt that the MLO was get-
ting kickbacks through juniors 
officials, who have also been 
brought under the scanner. 
The SDM, sources said, had 
been receiving bribes through 
lawyers and deed writers at 
the sub-registrar’s office.

“The officials have been re-

moved from their posts and 
the issues have been referred 
to the chief

minister for further direc-
tion,” said a source. While 
the size and the composi-
tion of the team is being 
kept confidential, govern-
ment sources said the team 
will function as the govern-
ment’s eyes in its offices. It 
began by monitoring gov-
ernment offices that have 
public interface. The team 
also investigated govern-
ment-run hospitals but they 
were found ‘sans corrup-
tion’, said a source.

Weeding out corruption 
was the AAP’s main promise 
before the Delhi Assembly 
election in February 2015. 
The government has, how-

ever, repeatedly claimed that 
its crackdown on corruption 
has been hindered with the 
Centre taking over the Anti-
corruption Branch.

The team will aid the 
anti-corruption helpline set 
up by the government by 
giving the anti-corruption 
cell inputs from offices on its 
watch, said sources. While 
the anti-corruption cell acts 
on complaints, the chief min-
ister’s anti-corruption team 
will provide inputs that the 
government will act on.

“This team’s brief is to 
gather information and 
point out cases of corruption. 
These cases will be referred 
to the government that will 
decide the further course of 
action,” added a source.

Arvind Kejriwal’s secret team keeps eye 
on Government offices, bureaucrats

Electricity bills of Delhiites to 
come down by a maximum of 6%

The Delhi Metro 
Rail Corporation 
(DMRC) is going to 
clearly demarcate the 
‘influence zone’ of the 
Delhi Metro, an area 
along the Metro cor-
ridors within which 
a ‘No Objection Cer-
tificate (NOC)’ is 
required from the 
DMRC for sanctioning of building plans.

The DMRC will have a dedicated link 
on its website from Monday onward 
clearly showing the demarcated area.

As per rules, the ‘influence zone’ of the 
Delhi Metro comprises of an area of 11 me-
tres on either side of the edge of the Metro 
structures. Any building plan within this 
area needs an NOC from DMRC. Metro 
officials said a user friendly link will be 
available on their website from Monday 
where the ‘influence zone’ along Metro 
corridors for the presently operational 
sections as well as Phase 3 and Phase 4 

extensions will be demarcated on the 
Google Earth platform.

“By the help of this link, any individu-
al or municipal body planning to apply to 
DMRC for NOC will clearly know wheth-
er the plan requires an NOC from DMRC 
at all or not. This will save time for all the 
stakeholders involved. This step has been 
taken as part of the Government of India’s 
‘Ease of Doing Business’ initiative,” said a 
DMRC official.

The Delhi Metro currently operates on 
a network of 213 kilometres. In a year’s 
time, the network will expand to almost 
400 kilometres and will cover most parts 
of the National Capital Region (NCR). In 
such a scenario, this link will be extreme-
ly beneficial since anyone applying for an 
NOC will know beforehand whether his 
building plans falls within the influence 
zone or not.

DMRC’s MD Dr Mangu Singh will op-
erationalise the link  at Metro Bhawan in 
the presence of other senior officials of 
the organisation.

‘Influence zone’ of Delhi  
Metro to be demarcated

Do you own a small plot of land 
in Delhi and have been running 
from pillar to post for municipal 
approvals to build on it? Good 
news is on the way.

Residential plots of up to 1,130 
sq. ft. will no longer require build-
ing plan approvals, and landown-
ers will only have to furnish an 
undertaking from an architect that 
the construction is safe.

The new rules, part of a set of 
model building bylaws issued by 
the Union urban development 
ministry on Friday, will kick in in 
two weeks.

Model bylaws are not binding 
on a state but this should matter 
little in Delhi where land is con-
trolled by the Delhi Development 
Authority that reports to the union 
urban development ministry. 
Many states had adopted the last 
set of model bylaws for buildings 
issued by the central government 
in 2004. The government’s propos-

als are aimed at cutting red tape as 
well as corruption in the building 
approval process, which now in-
volves more than a dozen clear-
ances.

Building bylaws define how 
land can be used, permissible con-
struction area (FAR) and height of 
structures, among other things.

The new rules also make it 
mandatory for civic bodies to issue 
building plan approvals within a 
month irrespective of the size of a 
plot. Also, no objection certificates 
for construction on big plots will 
be provided online so as to reduce 
contact between applicants and of-
ficials.

The new rules also waive off 
mandatory green clearances from 
the central government for indi-
vidual projects on plots measuring 
up to 1.6 million sq. ft.

States municipalities can grant 
construction permits to such proj-
ects.

No building plans needed for small 
plots in Delhi thanks to new bylaws

Constructing a house is likely to get 
easier with the urban development min-
istry releasing bylaws to provide instant 
building plan clearances and checking 
red-tape. The model building bylaws 
(MBBL), to kick in within a fortnight, will 
bring relief to people in unauthorised  
neighbourhoods that have been regular-
ised and rehabilitation colonies built after 
Partition.

The plot sizes here are usually small. 
The bylaws simplify the sanction process 
for construction on small residential plots 
measuring up to 105 square metre (sqm).

Submission of a building plan pre-
pared by an architect to the local body 
concerned along with other papers will 
mean the project has been sanctioned.

The laws grant civic agencies the pow-
er to give green clearances for individu-
al projects of 5,000 sqm to 1,50,000 sqm  
so that one wouldn’t need to go to the 
Centre. 

Builders breathe a sigh 
of relief, as construction 

set to get easier
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New Delhi/Mumbai: The standing 
committee of the IIT council has approved 
a 200 per cent fee hike, thus upping the 
annual tuition fees from Rs 90,000 to Rs 
3 lakh for undergraduate students. At 
the same time, interest-free scholarships 
will be offered under the Vidyalakshmi 
scheme.

While the final decision on the hike 
rests with the IIT council headed by HRD 
minister Smriti Irani, the SCIC, which met 
on Thursday , studied the average cost per 
student and felt that 60 per cent should 
be collected from them. "On an average, it 
costs a bit over Rs 5 lakh a year to educate 
one student at an IIT. But while we ap-
prove the increase in fees, we also want to 
assure students that there will be scholar-
ships and loans and the IIT gates will be 
open to all, irrespective of their means," 
said SCIC chairman Ashok Misra.

A panel, that included the directors 
of the Bombay , Madras, Kanpur and 
Hyderabad IITs, had drawn up a docu-
ment - 'Roadmap to Financial Autonomy 
of IITs' in consultation with the HRD and 
finance ministries in which it recommend-

ed the hike. This, the panel had stated, 
would be enough to cover costs incurred 
by way of salaries and maintenance.

A highly placed ministry source, how-
ever, made it clear that a hike of this pro-
portion will not be accepted and a middle 
path could be found Fee hike for post-
graduate students will be examined later. 
"The standing commit tee does not take 
decisions We only prepare agenda for the 
IIT council," Bhaskar Ramamurthi, direc-
tor, IIT Madras said.

The Central Board of Secondary Ed-
ucation (CBSE) has constituted a com-
mittee of experts to review the class 12 
board mathematics question paper as 
students and parents protested over it 
being “unusually tough and lengthy”.

According to a CBSE official, the 
subject committee, which includes a 
subject expert, curriculum expert and 
representatives from the board, will 
take corrective measures and prepare 
a marking scheme before the evalua-
tion starts. A copy of this will be sent 
to all checking centers based on which 
students will be scored.

“Usually, the board first sends feed-
back of the question paper they get 
from the subject teachers, principals 
and students to the committee. The 
committee then reviews, sets and fina-
lises the marking scheme for that par-
ticular paper, taking the feedback into 
account,” said LV Sehgal, principal, 
Bal Bharti School. However, according 
to a source, the moderation of marks is 
done on rare occasions. 

CHENNAI: Indian stu-
dents will be able to study 
medicine in Russia and 
undergo summer clinical 
training in home country 
as the Kazan State Medi-
cal University plans to tie 
up with leading medical 
universities and hospitals 
in India.

Kazan State Medi-
cal University of Russia 
will sign pacts with lead-
ing medical universities 
and hospitals, includ-
ing the Tamil Nadu Dr 
MGR Medical University, 
Apollo Hospitals, and Sri 
Ramachandra Medical 
University (all in Chennai) 
and Jipmer (Puducherry).

The aim of the pact is 
to help its Indian students 
get familiarised with clini-
cal conditions and the rel-
evant treatments advised 
in India and gear up for 

their further studies/prac-
tice on their return to the 
country.

“The summer clinical 
training in India will allow 
Indian students of our in-
stitute get hands on expe-
rience and exposure that 
will enrich their knowl-
edge in diagnosing the ail-
ments when practising in 
India. This apart, our tie 
up will also focus on fac-
ulty exchange, student ex-
change and joint research 
programmes to offer the 
students wide scope of 

learning and institution 
enrich its programs,” said 
Dr Alexey Stanislavovich 
Sozinov, chancellor, Kazan 
State Medical University, 
Russia, at a press meet or-
ganised at Russian Cul-
tural Centre, Chennai, on 
Wednesday.

A high level delega-
tion from the Kazan State 
Medical University, led by 
the chancellor, would visit 
AIIMS, the Medical Coun-
cil of India and Dr Ram 
Manohar Lohia Hospital 
(all in Delhi).

IITs okay 200% fee hike, 
ministry may not play ball

Russian medical varsity to tie 
up with Indian varsities, hospitals 

The summer clinical training in India will 
allow Indian students of our institute get 
hands on experience and exposure that 

will enrich their knowledge in diagnosing 
the ailments when practising in India

Dr Alexey StAniSlAvovich Sozinov

CBSE  will review ‘tough’ 
math paper, rework 

marking scheme

In yet another warning, the 
Delhi government has asked 
over 525 private schools to re-
fund the extra fee they took 
from parents of students within 
15 days.

A committee headed by Jus-
tice Anil Dev Singh has iden-
tified 525 schools to be over-
charging parents on the pretext 
of implementing recommenda-
tions of the Sixth Pay Commis-
sion while not doing it. The 
panel was constituted last year 
following the Delhi high court’s 
order and has so far submitted 
nine interim reports to be im-

plemented by the schools.
After submission of the eight 

interim reports, the Directorate 
of Education had directed 472 
schools to refund the amount 
within 15 days. However, till 
December last, only 43 schools 
had complied with the order.

“525 schools have been iden-
tified by the committee in its 
nine reports to refund excess 
fee charged. They are hereby 
directed to comply with the 
said reports within a period of 
15 days and to submit compli-
ance report,” a communication 
by said. According to the direc-

tive, schools that have charged 
excess fee to implement 6th Pay 
Commission’s recommenda-
tions but have not implement-

ed it are supposed to make the 
payments to their staff as per 
the commission recommenda-
tions, out of excess fee collected, 
with 9% interest, without fur-
ther raising any fresh demand 
from the parents or students.

 “And if after implementing 
the 6th CPC in the school, there 
still remains excess money 
charged from the students/par-
ents by such school, it shall be 
refunded to the concerned per-
son,” the circular said.

The committee has so far 
submitted recommendations 
on 1,066 schools.

MUMBAI: In its efforts to ensure that 
no incidents of mass cheating occur dur-
ing professional competitive examina-
tions, the Central Board of Secondary Ed-
ucation (CBSE) will use hand held metal 
detectors to frisk candidates at exam cen-
tres.

In a circular on its website, the board 
said, "The Board in order to check, use of 
unfair practices through electronic devic-
es by the candidates in professional ex-
amination has decided to frisk candidates 
before entering the examination centre 
for detection of bugs/devices by use of 
highly sensitive hand held bug/metal de-
tector." 

The CBSE conducts professional com-
petitive examinations and eligibility tests 
like the JEE (Main), AIPMT, UGC-NET & 
CTET, JNVST etc. Last year, the AIPMT, 
was cancelled and re-conducted on the 
Supreme Court's order after reports that 
students in Haryana were found to be 
indulging in mass-cheating by stitching 
Bluetooth devices and microphones on 
their clothes.

he CBSE has floated a tender with a 
desire to procure approximately 8,000 de-

vices. These will be used at the centres in 
at least 52 cities across the country. "The 
Bug/Metal Detector provided for frisking 
should be able to detect any prohibited 
metallic/electronics devices/copper/alu-
minium/silver etc.

wire/cell battery/watch battery/min-
iature electronic gadget/photovoltaic 
equipment or similar material at exami-
nation centres on the day of examina-
tion," said CBSE.

KOCHI: The Kerala High Court 
on Friday sought the views of CBSE 
on a petition seeking an order to re-
conduct the Mathematics board ex-
amination for Class 12 that was ‘ex-
tremely tough’.

Justice A Muhamed Mustaque 
asked CBSE to respond after con-
sidering during admission hearing 
a petition filed by Akheela Junaid, a 
Class 12 student at IES Public School 
in Thrissur. Following media reports 
about the tough board examination 
on March 14th, a debate had ensued 
even at the Parliament and CBSE had 
said it will consider lenient evalua-
tion if a committee of subject experts 
recommend so.

In the petition filed to the high 
court through advocate AK Haridas, 
the student contends that future of the 
students who appeared for the exam 
would be affected if a re-examination 
orlenient evaluation is not ordered. 
The pattern of questions asked in the 
examination were different from the 
question pattern given to students 
and the model question papers. 

The question papers were not 
set according to the allotted mark 
scheme and was not based on the 
NCERT textbook prescribed. Even 
top students in the school were not 
able to answer the questions, the pe-
tition said.

Based on the marks obtained in 
the board examination that was con-
ducted, students want to pursue pro-
fessional courses. 

The ranks of CBSE students would 
come down compared to students of 
state boards. CBSE students will fail 
to achieve the cutoff mark of 50 per 
cent if a re-examination is not con-
ducted, it is alleged. 

The petitioner is seeking a court 
directive to CBSE to conduct a re-ex-
amination or to evaluate the answer 
sheets liberally.      

Delhi Govt asks over 500 private 
schools to return excess fees

CBSE to use hand-held metal 
detectors during entrance tests Kerala HC seeks 

CBSE’s views on 
re-examination, 

lenient evaluation

Tough class 12 MaThs exaM
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Well known fashion 
choreographer and reality 
TV actor Jagnoor Aneja of 
MTV love school fame host-
ed a fashion party where 
Delhi's fashion frat turned 
out in full force at the Story 
Unfolds, night club in the 
capital. To keep the party 

more enthusias-
tic a very 

famous 
Pun-

ja -

bi singer Raftaar too joined 
the celebrations.

Designers, Models, Ac-
tors and Delhi’s social fra-
ternity turned out in full 
force to cheer up at the 
swish Story Unfolds nite 
club in the capital. Punjabi 
Singer Raftaar made many 
a heads turn with his sur-
prise visit as he came to 
wish his good friend Jag-
noor on his birthday and 
was mobbed by the guests 
for selfies and photos.Jag-
noor who returned to the 
capital recently after shoot-
ing for his latest serial said, 
“It’s always back to be in 
Delhi with my friends and 
family as I started my ca-
reer from this city. I just 
finished shooting for MTV 
Love School which is cur-
rently on air and after that 
there are few more projects 
but I’ll speak about that 

later.” Among those who 
were spotted dancing away 
the night included entre-
preneurs Gurjeet Aneja 
with his wife Mintoo Ane-
ja, designers Sadan Pande,  
Amit Talwar, Sidharth 
Agicha, Nikhil Agarwal 
along with popular models 
Khushbu Kankan, Anuran-
jan, Rinku Pahel, Ashutosh 
Malik, Raksha Singh, MTV 

actors Mia Lakhra, Paras 
Chabra, Gaurav, Priyank, 
pop singer Shankar Sah-
ney, socialites Viresh Ver-
ma, Sanjay Nigam,  Varun 
Katyal, Rochika Agarw-
al, Harsh Khullar, Pooja 
Motwani,Sanjay Besoya, 
Twinkle Vinayak, Varun 
Jhamb, Harsh Singh and 
Chand Bakshi amongst 
others.

Keeping in mind about 
the  ICC World T20 match 
between India and Paki-
stan, ‘The Circle of Cricket’ 
launched a 3D game for the 
crazy fans, who can enjoy 
realistic match simulation 
and real time commentary, 
while playing the game.

Circle of Cricket owned 
by TSD Corp has intro-

duced the game along with 
Moong Labs and will have 
India and Pakistan as the 
default teams keeping the 
India and Pakistan match 
in mind. After Indo-Pak en-
counter, the default teams 
will change to India and 
Australia until the IND-
AUS match.

“Owing to the massive 

layer of enthusiasm that 
blankets the entire nation 
over the India Pakistan 
match, we thoughtthis is 
the golden time that would 
make the game really big. 
That is precisely why we 
have chosen the 17th of 
March to launch the COC 
game,” said CEO Jay Mot-

wani.
“The USP of the game 

is that it offers shots like 
Dilscoop, Upper cut, Heli-
copter shot and others and 
allows the player to choose 
his or her favourite shot to 
play,” said COO of TSD 
Corp Pankaj Rahul Singh.

Jagnoor Aneja hosts fashion party

The makers of commercial feature film Ghar 
Wapsi has announced that Ghulam Ali will launch 
the movie's music in the capital on April 4, at the 
Royal Plaza Hotel at 3:30 pm. Also in attendance to 
lend support to Ghulam Ali Saab and Ghar Wapsi 
will be legendary music maestro Pandit Jasraj, mu-
sic sensation Daler Mehndi and filmmaker Mahesh 
Bhatt.

Ghar Wapsi by Suhaib Ilyasi( Director) is about a 
family that faced with multifarious issues and the 
dilemma of a cultural identity. 
It is about a family that is 
unable to cope with the 
cultural dichotomy 
during their home-
coming. The film 
which is in the final 
stages of post-produc-
tion is set for release 
this summer and stars 
Farida Jalal, Zarina Wa-
hab, Alok Nath, Reema 
Lagoo, Deepak Tijori, 
Srishti Goutam, Harsh 
Nagar.

Ghulam Ali to 
launch ‘Ghar Wapsi’ 

music in Delhi

ICC W-T20: Circle of India launches 3D game 
game for the much awaited Indo-Pak clash
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The unanimous suspension of Mumbai’s Byculla MLA Waris 
Pathan from membership of the Maharashtra Assembly for the re-
mainder of the Budget Session for his refusal to raise the slogan 
of “Bharat Mata ki Jai (Hail to Mother India)” should be seen as 
a build-up to corner the minorities, particularly Indian Muslims, 
at the behest of the Sangh Parivar, which has evidently been over-
come by a triumphalist vision since BJP came to power at the Cen-
tre with a Lok Sabha majority of his own under Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi. It is a great pity that the Congress and the NCP 
caved in, with a Muslim Congress legislator saying in the House 
that Muslims in Maharashtra might be in danger if Mr Pathan was 
not suitably punished for his refusal to kow-tow to the RSS brand 
of nationalism, which is but another name for Hindu supremacist 
thought and has little to do with the Indian nationalism that was 
forged in the course of the struggle against British colonial rule, 
from which the Hindu nationalists kept aloof. As Mr Pathan told 
journalists afterward, he was a nationalist and a proud Indian, and 
was ready anytime to raise a toast to India by saying “Jai Hind” 
or “Jai Bharat”, but found the Hindutva diktat appalling. Only a 
few days earlier his party’s leader Asaduddin Owaisi had thrown 
a challenge to the RSS supremo Mohan Bhagwat, saying he would 
not utter “Bharat Mata ki Jai” even if threatened with death. The 
Hindutva brigade realises all too well that people of the Islamic 
faith bow their head only before their God, and the idea of pushing 
the envelope of the symbolism of “Bharat Mata” (with which the 
Hindus have no problem) is a way to denigrate India’s Muslims 
as anti-national and unpatriotic Were the Maharashtra Assembly 
mood to gain force, and the spirit that led to Mr Pathan being pena-
lised for committing no offence whatever spreads to states where 
the BJP is strong (as in Maharashtra currently), we would be going 
astray as a people and be bringing upon ourselves every curse that 
comes in the wake of the wilful distortion of the historical record.

It is important to re-state that Indian nationalism — un-
like the idea that prevailed in, say, Europe — is not 
bound to a language, religion, or race. Indeed, 
countless Muslims who found themselves 
geographically in territories that would 
become Pakistan were Indian national-
ists who had fought for India’s free-
dom, and not for the creation of Paki-
stan. Let’s not play political games and 
belittle our nationalism.

Indian nationalism not 
bound by race, religion
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“Why is it that subsidies go-
ing to the well-off are portrayed 
in a positive manner? Let me 
give you an example. The total 
revenue loss from incentives to 
corporate tax payers was over 
Rs62,000 crore... I must confess I 
am surprised by the way words 
are used by experts on this mat-
ter. When a benefit is given to 
farmers or to the poor, experts 
and government officers nor-
mally call it a subsidy. However, 
I find that if a benefit is given 
to industry or commerce, it is 
usually an incentive or a sub-
vention.” -- Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi, February 15, 2016, 
Delhi.

So effective have some incen-
tives been that companies mak-
ing larger profits are now pay-
ing a lower rate of effective tax, 
reveals my analysis of national 
tax data over five years, specifi-
cally, the Statement of Revenue 
Impact of Tax Incentives under 
the Central Tax System.

Effective tax rate is the tax rate 
actually paid by companies on 
profits, calculated as tax actually 
paid divided by profits before 
tax. For instance, the effective 
tax rate for a company making a 
profit up to Rs.1 crore was 29.37 
percent; while the corporate tax 

rate was 22.88 percent for those 
with profits greater than Rs.500 
crore in 2014-15.

This means companies mak-
ing smaller profits are compet-
ing in an unequal environment 
against bigger companies with 
substantial taxation benefits, 
with the gap in effective tax rates 
widening over the years.

In 2014-15, as many as 43.6 
percent Indian companies made 
losses, 3 percent companies made 
no profit and 47.4 percent of the 
companies made profits up to 
Rs.1 crore, the data for 2014-15 
show. Less than 6 percent of In-
dia’s companies recorded profits 
in excess of Rs.1 crore, according 
to the data. In addition, the pro-
portion of loss-making compa-
nies has grown between 2010-11 
and 2014-15.  Tax rates can even 
drop from 21.94 percent to 1.53 
percent. As many as 52,911 com-
panies made profits in 2014-15 
and had nil effective tax rates or, 
in some cases, even below.

This happened because gov-
ernment incentives led to large 
declines in the effective tax rates 
for financial-leasing, sugar, ce-
ment, steel, mining contractors, 
power and energy, consultancy 
and paper companies. 

In addition, the companies 

also used an accounting trick 
called as accelerated deprecia-
tion that allows for greater de-
duction in the price of an asset 
during its earlier years to reduce 
their effective tax rates.

Effective corporate tax rates 
for these industries were slashed 
from 2010-11. Consider finance-
leasing companies, which pro-
vide assets (equipment, vehicle, 
software) on lease. Their effec-
tive tax rate fell from 21.94 per-
cent in 2010-11 to 1.53 percent in 
2014-15.

Similarly, the effective tax rate 
of consultancy services declined 
from 34.29 percent in 2012-13 
(the peak value over the last five 
years) to 15.88 percent in 2014-
15.

Tax rates are generally kept 
low when the government 
wants to increase supply and 
overall industry size or when the 
government wants to support 
industries in difficulty. Many in-
dustries have passed those sup-
port phases. 

In 2015-16, India is expected 
to have produced excess sugar 
for its sixth consecutive year. 
Similarly, a global slowdown 
has led to an oversupply of ce-
ment. Yet, these industries have 
benefitted from falling effective-

tax rates.
Had the effective-tax rates 

on some of such industries been 
the same as the 2010-11 rates, 
additional cumulative tax col-
lected over the last four years 
from them would have totalled 
Rs39,000 crore. This is based on 
an assumption that the tax rates 
would have had no impact on 
the profits before tax.

Public companies paid higher 
effective tax rates (25.03 percent) 
than private companies (23.36 
percent) in 2014-15. Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley, in his bud-
get speech last February, said the 
government would phase out 
tax exemptions and deductions, 
a move that would bring clarity 
to the tax regime.

While effective tax rates rose 
between 2012-13 and 2014-15, 
many exemptions remain, espe-
cially for larger companies.

For instance, corporates have 
a statutory tax rate of 33.84 per-
cent, which they must pay on 
profits. However, the effective 
tax rate in 2014-15 was 24.67 per-
cent. Although this rate is higher 
than it was in 2013-14 (23.22 per-
cent), incentives to companies 
still cost the government thou-
sands of crores.

The government provided the 

corporate sector Rs.65,067 crore 
in tax breaks or exemptions in 
2014-15 and is expected to forego 
Rs.68,710 crore in 2015-16. Com-
pare this with the money set 
aside for agriculture and farm-
ers’ welfare, Rs.35,984 crore, and 
the Mahatma Gandhi National 
Rural Employment Guarantee 
Scheme, Rs.38,500 crore.

How 52,911 profitable Indian companies pay nil tax

The Punjab Assembly con-
tinues to thumb its nose at the 
law of the land. A day after a 
five-judge Constitution Bench 
of the Supreme Court ordered 
status quo on land marked for 
the construction of the Sutlej-
Yamuna Link (SYL) Canal, on 
Friday the Assembly unani-
mously resolved that it cannot 
be allowed to be built. It is not 
clear whether this is an emo-
tive cover for the Punjab gov-
ernment to wind down the 
efforts to change the facts on 
the ground by even levelling 
the canal. But the events of 
the past week frame political 
adventurism of an order that 
this country has not witnessed 
in a long time. Supported by a 
political consensus that brings 
the Opposition Congress and 
even the Aam Aadmi Party 
on board the Shiromani Akali 
Dal-Bharatiya Janata Party 
government’s unilateral repu-
diation of inter-State agree-
ments, they put the onus on 
the Centre to reiterate the red-
lines that cannot be crossed in 
a federal set-up. On Monday, 
the Punjab Assembly passed 
the Punjab Sutlej-Yamuna 
Link Canal (Rehabilitation 
and Re-vesting of Proprietary 
Rights) Bill 2016, seeking to re-
turn land acquired for the ca-
nal’s construction to the origi-
nal owners free of cost, and 
thereby completely destroy 
the work (still incomplete af-
ter more than three decades) 
to channel to Haryana its duly 
allotted share of the waters of 
the Ravi and the Beas. Even 
though the Governor’s assent 
has not come for the Bill, work 
on levelling the land, scooping 
earth and flora along the canal 

began at fever pitch, causing 
ecological damage and wiring 
up the original owners into 
frenzied activity. 

The origins of the crisis go 
back to 2004, when the State 
passed the Punjab Termina-
tion of Agreements legisla-
tion. With this, it reneged on 
its upper-riparian responsibil-
ity to share water with Harya-
na through the SYL Canal. The 
matter went to the Supreme 
Court, and hearing finally 
started this month. The 2004 
abdication has now been ag-
gravated by wilful destruction 
of parts of the canal, on which 
hundreds of crores of rupees 
have already been spent. The 
earlier effort to reap political 
dividend by raising the spec-
tre of Punjab’s fields turning 
barren has been topped by 
exciting hopes on the possi-
bility of farmers getting back 
lost land. All political parties 
are on board. The 2004 law 

was passed under Amarinder 
Singh’s Congress government. 
The 2016 Bill has been guid-
ed by Parkash Singh Badal’s 
SAD-BJP government. Twelve 
years ago, the Congress-led 
government at the Centre re-
fused to read the Riot Act to a 
Congress Chief Minister. To-
day, a BJP-led Central govern-
ment is keeping silent at the 
outrage fomented by its own 
coalition in Punjab. Inter-State 
water disputes tend to be par-
ticularly emotive, and thereby 
amenable to populist politics. 
However, in the 1970s and 
1980s, most issues relating to 
the SYL Canal had been sort-
ed out. Indeed, by the 1990s, 
much of the construction of 
the 212-km-long canal had 
been completed in Punjab. It is 
against this groundwork that 
the Punjab government-led 
destruction and repudiation 
of a federal agreement must 
be squarely condemned. 

Undermining the SYL Canal
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NEW DELHI: It usually takes 
five days to register a company in 
India, but for Wiziwig Learnings 
and Parnasa Mediworld it was 
a one-day affair. And it wasn't 
just the two of them. Two other 
companies were also incorpo-
rated in a day, marking the suc-
cessful launch of a pilot project 
by the ministry of corporate af-
fairs in Delhi. When the pilot was 
launched, 28 company secretar-
ies are huddled in the ministry 
of corporate affairs' conference 
room in the capital's Shastri 
Bhawan along with a couple of 
officials and some executives 
from Infosys, trying to ensure 
that companies can be registered 
within a day. Over the next few 
weeks, as the system stabilises, 
anyone would be able to register 
a company in a day as the gov-
ernment moves to centralised 
processing of incorporation pro-
posals at a new centre in Manesar 
(near Gurgaon), instead of doing 
it with the Registrar of Compa-
nies (RoC). The World Bank's 
Ease of Doing Business rankings 
estimated last year that, on an av-

erage, it took two-seven days to 
reserve the name for a company 
and another five days to complete 
the incorporation formalities. "If 
you were unlucky, it could take 
more than a year to get the name 
approved," admitted an officer.

Since the end of January, the 
ministry of corporate affairs has 
crunched the time taken to select 
the name to one working day. It 
involved re-engineering the pro-
cess and moving to an automat-
ed system, which is far less time 
consuming than doing it manu-
ally. In addition, automation has 
helped reduced the number of 
rules from 39 to 26 steps.

The result: In one month, 

14,000 applications were pro-
cessed. On an average, 70 per 
cent of the applications are 
cleared within a day and the re-
maining 30 per cent are given 
an additional time to resubmit 
as the names suggested by them 
are not acceptable. "But everyone 
gets to know within one working 
day if their application has been 
accepted or not. There is zero 
balance from Tuesdays-Fridays 
while there may be some addi-
tional work on Mondays due to 
applications filed on Fridays," 
said an official. Now the stage is 
set to move to the second stage 
and turn the name selection ex-
ercise and the incorporation pro-
cess into a one-day exercise.

By the end of the June quarter, 
MCA will release a new form, 
which will crunch the entire pro-
cess into one. Even if you have 
not pre-selected the name, you 
can register and the memoran-
dum of association will be gen-
erated. The ministry has signed 
a contract with Infosys which 
stipulates clear timelines and a 
penalty for delays.

NEW DELHI: India is all set to is-
sue multi- city, multiple-entry business 
visa to businessmen of SAARC nations, 
including Pakistan, beginning April 1, 
2016.

The business visa, to be called ‘India 
Business Card’ is expected to be granted 
for a period of up to five years or for a 
shorter duration as per the requirement 
of the businessmen of SAARC countries.

“Printing of the ‘India Business Card’ 
has been ordered in the India Security 
Press in Nashik. We are planning to 
launch it by April 1,” a senior Home Min-
istry official said.

Pakistani entrepreneurs seeking spe-
cial business visa, known as ‘India busi-
ness card’, for SAARC nations should 
run an enterprise worth one crore Indian 
rupees and should have an annual in-
come of at least 10 lakh Pakistani rupees 
to be eligible for a three-year multiple 
entry card.

Domestic airlines will operate 
14,869 flights every week during 
the summer schedule starting 
from March 27, an increase of 
nearly 19 per cent compared to 
the year-ago period, as carriers 
ramp up their capacities.

The number of departures 
per week in the summer sched-
ule during 2015 stood at 12,533 
flights. The summer schedule 
extends from the last Sunday of 
March to the last Saturday of Oc-
tober. It starts from March 27.

However, this time around, 
the scheduled airlines would op-
erate from 77 airports compared 
to 81 previously. The carriers 
would not be flying from four air-
ports — Nanded (Maharashtra), 
Mysore (Karnataka), Bhavnagar 
and Porbandar (in Gujarat).

A senior official at aviation 
regulator DGCA  said 14,869 de-
parture flights are to be operated 
every week by the local carriers 
during this year’s summer sched-
ule. The substantial increase in 
flights is mainly on account of 
airlines enhancing their capaci-

ties and such a rise during sum-
mer schedule has never been seen 
before, he noted. The summer 
schedule of Air India, Alliance 
Air, Jet Airways, JetLite, Indigo, 
SpiceJet, GoAir, AirAsia, Vistara, 
Air Costa, Air Pegasus and Tru-
jet have been approved. IndiGo 
would operate 5,323 flights, the 
maximum for a single airline, 
during the latest summer sched-
ule, compared to 4,291 last year. 
Jet Airways would have 3,100 
flights, SpiceJet (1,934), GoAir 
(1,011), AirAsia (280) and Alli-
ance Air (234). Vistara would be 
operating as many as 334 flights 
in the current summer schedule 
compared to 176 last year.

Now, register your firm in 1 day Airlines to function 14,869 flights 
per week in summer schedule

india offers special visa 
for SAArc businessmen

New Delhi: 
The government 
on March 11, 
said the Unique 
Ident i f i ca t ion 
Authority of In-
dia (UIDAI) has 
not entered into 
agreement with 
any American 
m u l t i n a t i o n a l 
company linking up a vid-
eo- and voice-enabled call 
application with Aadhaar. 
Last month, technology 
giant Microsoft said it had 
been working on a pilot to 
link Skype with the Aad-
haar database to explore 
if the identification service 
can be used on video calls, 

including those 
with government 
institutions.

However, Com-
munications and IT 
Minister Ravi Shan-
kar Prasad said 
there is no such 
proposal pending 
or under consider-
ation. “UIDAI has 

not entered into any agree-
ment with any American 
multinational company 
linking up a video- and 
voice-enabled call applica-
tion with Aadhaar,” Pras-
ad said in a written reply 
to Rajya Sabha.

The US-based software 
giant has said it’s very 

enthusiastic and has “em-
braced the universal ID 
system”. “We have been 
pursuing work, initially 
on a pilot basis, but it 
will continue to grow, to 
use that specific technol-
ogy and integrate it into 
Skype,” Microsoft Presi-
dent and Chief Legal Of-
ficer Brad Smith said.

Citing an example, 
Smith said he expects 
Skype to evolve in a way 
that will enable somebody 
at home to authenticate 
themselves using the ID 
system with a fingerprint 
or an iris scan. Details of 
the pilot were, however, 
not disclosed.

No agreement with any American 
co for linking Aadhaar: Prasad

New Delhi: In a rare 
advisory to public sector 
banks, the government 
instructed the lenders to 
immediately start invok-
ing personal guarantees of 
promoters to recover the 
dues in case companies 
have failed to repay the 
loans. 

The move is seen as a 
way to dispel the notion 
that banks and the govern-
ment are soft towards the 
promoters, many of whom 
enjoy lavish lifestyle de-
spite their companies not 
repaying loans. The di-
rective is seen as a fallout 
of the recent spike in bad 
debt and the inability of 
banks to recover dues 
from Kingfisher Airlines 

by attaching its flamboy-
ant founder Vijay Mallya's 
assets, some of which are 
seeing tepid interest now. 

"It has been observed 
that there are a less num-
ber of cases where action 
has been taken for recov-
ery against guarantors 
for attachment of assets 
owned by them and sell 
the same for recovery of 
defaulted loan... it would 
be prudent to take steps 

against guarantors im-
mediately when no sign 
of revival is visible," the 
finance ministry said in a 
note to bank chiefs. It said 
that the directive was is-
sued in consultation with 
the RBI. Inline with the 
legal provisions, if a guar-
antor has pledged shares, 
steps should be taken to 
sell the share, under the 
Indian Contract Act, the 
government advised. The 
directive said that if the 
guarantor has not cre-
ated any security interest 
over his property, but the 
guarantor owns property 
and other assets, the banks 
should move Debt Recov-
ery Tribunal for their at-
tachment and sale.

Government asks PSU 
banks to step up recoveries

Mutual fund investors will soon be 
able to know the quantum of commis-
sion paid by the fund houses to the dis-
tributors as well as salaries drawn by the 
top brass of the asset management com-
panies (AMCs). The Securities and Ex-
change Board of India (SEBI), tightening 
the disclosure norms for mutual fund 
houses, directed the entities to make the 
disclosures a part of the consolidated 
account statement (CAS) sent to all mu-
tual fund investors. According to SEBI, 
the half-yearly CAS issued in September 
and March should include the “amount 
of the actual commission” paid by fund 
houses. “The term ‘commission’ here 
refers to all direct monetary payments 
and other payments made in the form of 
gifts / rewards, trips, event sponsorships 
etc. by AMCs/MFs to distributors,” ac-
cording to a SEBI circular issued.

SEBI tightens 
norms for MFs
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India’s Talent Dhamaal Media 
interaction ends on high note

Gulshan Richlooks GT 
Production house, India’s 
Talent Dhamaal  Media inter-
action ended on a high note. 
With now everything intact 
the hunt for the India’s Talent 
Dhamaal is in fullswing, the 
search will go through across 
country and It will be telecast 
in television. The eligibility 
criteria is just that the candi-
date should be above 4 year 
of age. The hunt for Talent 
Dhamaal will only look for 
dancing, singing and mod-
eling, the well known artist 
will train the selected ones.

To boost the morale of 
the candidates in the finale, 
the very famous artist Saroj 
Khan, Shankar Sahani and 
Aditi Gowitrikar will share 
the Dais, with DivyaDelhi as 
media partner.

The person with great 
voice Shankar Sahani with 
his presence in the media in-
teraction has already boosted 
the the young ones who want 
to participate in the Talent 
show.

India’s Talent Dhamaal 
offers unique opportunities 
for aspiring dancers, singers 
and models to showcase their 
skills and learn from the big 
names in the industry who 
can get their career started 
from and after the Talent 
hunt.

The people who have a 
desire to become a dancer 
or singer can show up in the 
audition. The search will go 
through across country. This 
is the only time for the people 
to fulfill their ambitions. 


